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The Sum of Little Things 


Dear Sisters: 

It seems to be a very common trait of 
humans to value success in terms of big 
things, and under-value and ignore the little 
things of life. A big river is but the team- 
work of numberless little drops of water. A 
gigantic mountain, but the bulk of innumber- 
able grains of sand, and particles of dust 
piled up. 

The Christian is likewise in his endeavor 
to make himself a new creature. It is not the 
big and seemingly unsurmountable obstacles 
that defeat a truly zealous worker, but it is 
the little things that so often hold us back. 

When confronted with a major trial, our 
determination to overcome will see us 
through, but we lack the determination to 
eradicate every (what we may consider) 
little sin, and put off until tomorrow what 
we could very easily have done today. “Trifles 
make perfection, but perfection is no trifle.” 

As we see by fulfilled prophecy and world 
conditions about us that the return of our 
Master and King is near, we should renew our 
determination to fight a good fight and con- 
quer every thought and way of ours which we 
know is not well pleasing unto the Lord. 

Elgin, Oregon Mrs. J. G. 


Dear Sister: 

Before us in the strait and narrow way, we 
see the never failing Light of Truth and 
righteousness. Its steady gleam never falters. 
It is always there to lead on all who will be 
guided by it. Let us strive the more to keep 
our eyes fixed upon its guiding beams. They 
will help us to pass by the highways and the 
sidetracks which are legion on either side 
of this narrow way. They beckon us come to 
them, but when we keep our eye fixed on the 
Light ahead, we are able to pass them by, and 
rejoice in the victory of passing. 

Only from the Word of God can we learn 
of and understand this “Light,” this righteous- 
ness and how to let it shine forth in our daily 
lives, with a bright, steady spiritual glow. 
How wonderful to know the lessons, that we 
learn from the glorious Book that God has 
given us, are able to make us wise unto sal- 
vation; because we believe that every Word 
that He has spoken and promised concerning 
His people, will certainly come to pass and 
be fulfilled in His own appointed time. 


Oh may the Heavenly pages be, 
Our ever dear delight, 

And still new beauties may we see, 
And still increasing Light. 


Warwick, Queensland, Australia, A. B. 
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The Platinum Principle 


up all ethical behavior, that appears in one form 

or another in practically all religions, and that is 
claimed to be universally and invariably applicable, is 
the text commonly called the Golden Rule. It has been 
said that if everywhere men obeyed literally this rule, 
we would have heaven on earth. Few people, however, 
believe this to be the case. Although virtually all men 
are willing to assent to the validity of the rule in theory, 
they are convinced that it will not work in practice in 
every situation. In some respects it is utterly impracti- 
cable. They say that if we were to try to take it literally, 
in place of transforming earth into heaven, matters would 
be made immeasurably worse. 

Obviously, this contention is quite true. Suppose, for 
example, you were to try literally to obey it when your 
child comes to you and pleads for money, to purchase 
something that he desperately wants, but is too young 
to handle safely. Now before you refuse him, put yourself 
in your child’s place. If you were a small child, and you 
were to ask your father for a gun, a motorcycle, or a 
truck load of candy, would you want to be refused? Cer- 
tainly not. Therefore give the child what he wants. 

Suppose you were a judge in a criminal court, and a 
prisoner should be brought before you. Would you, if 
you were in that man’s place, want to be sentenced to 
twenty years in the penitentiary, or to the electric chair? 
You are confident that what you would have that man 
do to you (were conditions reversed) and what that 
prisoner wants you to tell him is to go in peace and sin 
no more. If you literally obey the rule, you must do just 
that. But all men of mature judgment know that we 
dare not do to evil men as we know they would be done by. 

What then is the answer to all this? When the astron- 
omer finds that the course of the planet does not follow 
his mathematical calculations, he does not conclude that 
there is something wrong with the planet and the Hand 
that moves it, but that his calculations contain error. 
Therefore when we discover the saying like this, from 
lips like those which uttered it, seems to be impracticable, 
we may be assured that the difficulty is with ourselves. 
We do not understand it. 

To begin with, it is not necessarily a rule at all. Jesus 
never called it a rule. The term “Golden Rule” was applied 
by man, 

Jesus made many statements which were in them- 
selves excellent advice, but not necessarily rules. 

He never attempted to regulate men by force. 

He never compelled anyone to conform to any set of 
rules. 

He is an Inspirer of men. 

He led in the way of righteousness, inspiring men to 
follow out of free choice. 

When the woman taken in the act of adultery was 
brought before Jesus, and the Pharisees wanted Him to 
condemn her, He stooped down and wrote with His finger 
in the sand, and made as though He did not hear them. 
When a man of the company said to Him, “Master, speak 


Tin ONE MORAL maxim that is supposed to sum 


to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me,” 
Jesus said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or a 
divider over you?” (Luke 12: 18, 14). 

The whole trouble, therefore, with our misapprehension 
of our text lies in our bondage to literalism. By literalism, 
we mean slavish acceptance to the letter, and the inability 
to grasp the spirit of a saying. Not every part of Scrip- 
tural phraseology is to be taken literally, else Paul would 
not have written the Corinthians to “compare spiritual 
things with spiritual.” “Literalism is not only intel- 
lectual paralysis, it is spiritual suicide.” 

It is literalism that causes infidelity. Much that is in 
the Bible will be found to be contradictory if taken liter- 
ally. The action of infidelity will be found, in religious 
history, always equal to the reaction from literalism. 
Robert G. Ingersol was the natural product of the sickly 
sentimentalism that pervaded the religious mind of the 
world just before his time. Voltaire was the natural 
product of the dominance of state by the Church. The 
Puritans naturally produced a Thomas Paine. Whenever 
a great movement carries the mind of the race too far to 
a slavish literalism, you may depend upon it that there 
will be, in the course of time, a reaction too far in the 
opposite direction. The case is very much like that of 
the reaction to superstition, which some people, running 
away from, fall headlong into atheism and leap over 
that which lies between, namely true Religion. So here, 
as always, between the extremes, stands the sound prin- 
ciples of true Religion. 

If then this is not a golden rule, what is it? It is a 
principle, 

It has been said that the difference between a rule and 
a principle is: “A rule is a regulation of life; a principle 
is a fountain of life. One forms the banks which direct 
the channel of the stream; the other is the spring from 
which the stream flows.” It affects the matter at its root. 

The tendency of any set of rules is to keep the human 
soul in perpetual childishness and bondage. For example, 
observe the tenacity with which all Christendom clings 
to the Mosaic or Ten Commandment Law—a school- 
master to monitor behavior. The tendency of a principle 
is to create and develop character, spiritual fiber and 
vigor. But usually people love a list of rules, a book of 
regulations. Again and again our missionaries have been 
asked: Just what shall I do to be saved: Tell me what to 
do. Must I give up this? Is it all right for me to do that? 

It is always easier for a man to regulate his life by 
a list of rules outside of himself than by a principle inside 
of himself, 

The Bible does not attempt to spell out the exact 
Christian behavior in every situation that may arise. It 
is for this reason that we are admonished to get our 
“senses exercised” so as to be able always to “discern 
between good and evil,” that “whether we eat or drink,” 
or whatever we do, all may be done to God’s glory (Heb. 
5:14; I Cor. 10:31). 

Rather than call our text a “golden rule,” or even a 
golden principle, let us designate it the Platinum Prin- 
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ciple. Platinum, you know, is more precious than gold. 
Whatever places deep within the heart and mind and 
conscience of a man, the power to guide and control 
human conduct is priceless in comparison with something 
external. Thus the alert Christian is controlled, not by 
any established set of rules, but by his enlightened con- 
science and tested convictions. 

Now apply this Platinum Principle, in place of the 
Golden Rule, to the cases already mentioned. The judge 
upon the bench has a prisoner before him. As a Christian 
judge, his course of action must be dictated by Jesus’ 
words: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” As a price- 
less principle to guide his actions, this demands that he 
shall put himself in the prisoner’s place, taking into con- 
sideration all the circumstances, surroundings and amel- 
iorating conditions. At the same time he must put himself 
in the place of those other clients who come before the 
honest judge—the great mass of honest society which 
is to be protected—and act with mercy and justice toward 
all concerned. 

Your child comes to you and asks for something he 
is not able properly to use. To obey the Golden Rule, 
literally speaking, you must give him what he asks. Fol- 
lowing the Platinum Principle, you realize your child 
must be instructed and your duty as instructor, there- 
fore you put yourself in your child’s place; and, instead 
of saying gruffly, “No, I will not do it,” you kindly try 
to teach him to see the folly of his extravagant and 
unwise request. The Platinum Principle will make you 
kinder, more thoughtful, more patient, forbearing and 
resourceful. 

Taken literally the Golden Rule would demand that 
a rich man give away all that he has, because if he puts 
himself in the place of every man he meets, he will have 
to give each some money. But God does not demand that, 
and if a rich man should give away all that he possesses, 
then he himself would be a subject of charity. But the 
Platinum Principle requires rich men to study society, 
put themselves in the place of the poor, the wretched, and 
the needy and try to administer their wealth in such a 
wise and fruitful manner as will do the greatest possible 
good, and more important still, to feed the spiritually 
hungry. 


Another Case Against Literalism 


There is a statement by the apostle Paul in his Epistle 
to the Romans which like the Golden Rule, could be mis- 
leading if taken without the qualifying term: “Let every 
one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification.” 
If we leave off the qualifying term then it is our duty to 
please our neighbor by fair means or foul. Usually a 
man is pleased when given his own way, and not 
restrained from doing the things he naturally likes to do. 
But, knowing the human tendency to evil, that could not 
be the kind of pleasing Paul recommended. A pat on the 
back and the assurance that he is a good fellow would 
please one’s neighbor, but such pleasing could hardly be 
construed as for his good to edification. Nothing pleases 
a man more than for you to agree with him. But if in 
the wrong and you agree with him you do him incalculable 
injury. It pleases a man to be given more credit than he 
is due. Men always are pleased when they receive honor 
from one another, but such honor does not edify. 


Working from Principle Banishes Eyeservice 


The employee who desires to please God works just 
the same whether his employer’s eye is on him or not. 
His service is to the Lord, his greater Master; he works 
from principle. In our Scripture lesson, and another of 
Paul’s epistles, he draws a sharp line between obeying 
rules—eyeservice—and living by principle. “Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your masters according to 
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 
heart, as unto Christ ; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers ; 
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart; with good will doing service, as to the 
Lord, and not to men” (Eph. 6:5—7). Col. 3: 22—24 
is nearly identical. 

There is a vast difference between a rule, and a prin- 
ciple, Rules make eyeservants; principle makes Chris- 
tians. 

“The eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding the 
evil and the good,” says the Book of Proverbs (15:3). If 
it is our aim to please Him, and to live so that He can 
see no evil in our lives, then we are living up to the 
Platinum Principle. 

Jesus, in His first sermon, revealed this difference in 
His comparison of the potentialities of the old Mosaic 
Law and the law of faith, which He was stressing. He 
said: “It hath been said of old time,” Thou shalt not do 
thus and so, meaning of course, the very act, then added, 
“But I say unto you, .. .” making a much deeper appli- 
cation. Here was a rule on the one hand, and a principle 
on the other. Then as an example of how the plan works, 
He said to them: “Ye have heard that it was said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall 
kill shall be in danger of the judgment: but I say unto 
you, That whosoever is angry with his brother, without 
a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment; and whoso- 
ever shall say to his brother, Raca [vain fellow, margin], 
shall be in danger of the council: but, whosoever shall 
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire [complete 
destruction]. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift” (Matt. 5: 21—24). 

Here are the two forms of human behavior contrasted: 
the action by rule, the Mosaic Law, which forbade the 
actual taking of the life of another; and action by 
principle—the principle which would impel one to volun- 
tarily go and make matters right with one’s brother 
before offering one’s gift to the Lord. It is the difference 
between a head and a heart religion. It involves voluntary 
self-scrutiny. If thou “rememberest that thy brother 
hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” 

God, through Jeremiah, spoke of this supreme accom- 
plishment of acting by principle, as having His law 
written in our hearts. “Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel ... I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts” (Jer. 31:31, 33). God also was 
speaking of the workings of the Platinum Principle 
when, through Moses, He said: “O that there were such 
an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all 
my commandments always” (Deut. 5:29). And Jesus 
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completes the picture by saying: “Jf ye love me, keep 
my commandments.” Jesus Himself, when upon earth, 
exemplified this principle as He lived up to the sentiment 
expressed in Psalm 40: 7, 8, “Then said I, Lo, I come: in 
the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do 
thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” 
Not, I do Thy will because I feel I am obliged to do it, 
but, “I delight to do thy will, O my God.” Jesus led the 
way in embodying this principle. If we step in His foot- 
prints, we too must delight to do God’s will. The superior 
workings of the Platinum Principle are again described 
in Psalm 34: 12—14, in the following words: “What man 
is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he 
may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.” 

What man is he that desireth life? This man does his 
duty with a song. He does not have to be pushed and 
dragged into doing his part in the Christian life. He 
desires life. To do right is almost an obsession with him; 
and he does it from principle, out of love for the Giver 
of life, and not because that some fixed rule forces him 
to do it. 

“Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that 
thing which he alloweth,” said the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles (Rom. 14: 22). Here again each man is put on 
his own. If governed by principle, we will not allow 
ourselves any more freedom to sin in the privacy of our 
own home, where we feel no eye is observing us, than 
we would allow ourselves in public. And our secret 
thoughts will be kept as circumscribed as though they 
were an open epistle, and could be known and read of all 
men, 

Our earlier definition of a rule and a principle will 
bear repeating: A rule is the banks that keeps the stream 
in its channel; a principle, the spring from which the 
stream gets its birth. 


Joseph an Example 


Joseph as a youth in Egypt was actuated by the Plati- 
num Principle. He was a most noble example. How his 
character shines out! 

There he was, a boy of seventeen years of age, beloved 
of his father, and obedient to his father’s commands. And 
there were those jealous brothers. They were jealous 
because their father loved Joseph, because Jacob thought 
more of him than of them. Joseph was sent to see how 
his brethren were faring. They saw him coming and one 
of them said, “Let us slay him, and cast him into some 
pit, and we will tell our father that some wild beast 
killed him.” Murder came into their hearts, prompted by 
jealousy. At last, the innocent boy came up, and nine of 
his ten brothers agreed to a plot to do away with him. 

One of them (Reuben) said, “No, let us not kill him, 
but cast him into this pit.” He did not seem to be as 
jealous as the others, and he hoped to be able to rescue 
Joseph from the pit. So they put him in the pit, but 
there came a band of traders traveling to Egypt. The 
most evilhearted one of the brothers said, “Let us sell 
him, and we will get rid of him.” So they took him up 
out of the pit. Oh, how Joseph must have pleaded with 
them as he thought of his home, his father, and his 
younger brother, Benjamin. But no, his entreaties were 
of no avail. They sold him off, never expecting to see his 
face again. He was wearing a coat of many colors which 


his father had made for him. These wicked and deceitful 
brothers took this coat and dipped it in blood and took 
it to their father, who said, “Joseph is dead,” not sus- 
pecting foul play on the part of his sons. 

The trip to Egypt was a sickening experience for 
Joseph. His hands were tied, and the rope attached to 
a long train of other slaves. He shuddered and tried not 
to think of what lay ahead. Why would his brothers be 
so wicked, and bring such sorrow to their father’s heart? 
And they would make theirs a worse sin by trying to 
cover up their evil deed. 

The days that followed were to Joseph a nightmare. 
Mile after mile he trudged, over hill and down dale. We 
can only imagine how his legs ached, how his throat 
seemed always parched, and the flies that would land 
on him in such swarms that he could have screamed from 
torment. After three weeks of journeying, they were 
passing through the land of Egypt. At last they entered 
the city of the Pharaohs. The slaves were herded through 
the busy streets to the public market. It was crowded 
with men and women from many lands. The auctioneer 
took his platform. One by one the slaves were sold to 
the highest bidder. Joseph felt sick, and his heart pained 
as he stood with clenched hands. Would he be next? At 
last he was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s 
guard. But the Lord was with Joseph, and he found 
favor in the house of Potiphar. 

Joseph met with temptations in Potiphar’s house. An 
evil woman tried to get him to surrender his manhood, 
but governed by the Platinum Principle that right was 
right, and that wrong is never right, he would not yield, 
but said, “How can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?” There he stood, young in years, all alone 
in a strange land, and with no one to encourage him 
to stand for the right, yet he remained faithful to his 
God, Then Potiphar’s abominable wife, being unable to 
seduce him, proceeded to smear him, charging him with 
attempted unchastity, when she herself was the guilty 
one. She lied to her husband about Joseph, with the result 
that he was thrust into prison, and there he stayed for 
more than two years until deliverance came. But in every 
circumstance, he led a more noble life than those around 
him, and his strict adherence to right principles was 
obvious. 

At last the time came when he was released from prison, 
and elevated to the position of second ruler in all of 
Egypt. Yet, he still was able to keep his poise. He bore 
his honor as calmly and with the same dignity as he 
had borne his degradation in prison. 

It was now the first of the seven years of abundant 
crops, and Joseph as minister of food was busy making 
plans for the collection and storing of the surplus grain. 
Quickly the seven years of abundance slipped into the 
past, and at last the seven lean years were upon them. 
By the second year the shortage of food began to be felt, 
and among those seeking food came Joseph’s own 
brothers. It was then that Joseph’s dream of his brethren 
making obeisance to him came true. All eleven of his 
brothers bowed humbly before him. His handling of 
himself with them before and after making himself 
known, was exemplary, and showed plainly the working 
of the Platinum Principle. He did by them as he would 
have wanted to be done by, abundantly returning good 
for evil, even though they did not deserve it. He held no 
grudge against them for their injustice to him, and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Life is What You Make it 


We often hear it remarked, and to a certain extent it 
is true, that we get out of life just what we put into it, 
for does not the higher and unerring law declare, “What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

As acertain Greek statesman lay on his death bed, he was 
asked what in his life he most regretted. He lay still 
for a moment, and then replied bitterly, “It is that I 
have been morose and austere, where I might just as easily 
have smiled; hard and unrelenting, where a kind word 
would have made me a dozen friends. Oh, that I might 
live my life over again! How different I would make it!” 

How necessary, while we have time and opportunity, 
to daily, hourly and momentarily watch our motives, 
thoughts and actions, remembering the words of our Lord 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet, “Hear ye and 
give ear; be not proud for the Lord hath spoken. Give 
glory to the Lord your God, before he cause darkness, 
and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, 
and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow 
of death and make it gross darkness.”—Jer. 13:15, 16. 





Life is too Short 


Life is too short for any vain regretting; 
Let dead delight bury its dead, I say, 
And let us go on our way, forgetting 
The joys and sorrows of each yesterday. 
Between the sun’s swift rising and its setting 
We have no time for useless tears, or fretting, 
Life is too short. 


Life is too short for any bitter feeling; 
Time is the best avenger, if we wait; 
The years speed by, and on their wings bear healing. 
We have no time for anything like hate. 
This solemn truth the low mounds seem revealing, 
That thick and fast around our feet are stealing, 
Life is too short. 


Life is too short for aught but high endeavor— 
Too short for spite, but long enough for love. 
And love lives on forever and forever, 
It links the worlds that circle on above; 
’Tis God’s first law, the universe’s lever; 
In His vast realm the radiant souls sigh never 
“Life is too short.” 





Hang to Your Grit 


Don’t give up hoping when the ship goes down, 
Grab a spar or something—just refuse to drown. 
Don’t think you are dying just because you’re hit, 
Smile in face of danger and hang to your grit. 


Folks die too easy—they sort of fade away; 
Make a little error and give up in dismay. 

Kind of man that’s needed is the man of ready wit, 
To laugh at pain and trouble and keep up his grit. 





Why bid for less, just this life? when one can have eternity! 


Rainbows 


T THIS DELIGHTFUL season we witness many 

miracles of nature. We do not really understand life 

and growth; we can only view it with amazement knowing 

a great Master Mind controls it all. Truly it has been said, 

“How few things a man can measure with the tape of 
understanding.” 

This brings to my mind’s eye a magnificent and awe- 
inspiring sight that I shall never forget. Some years ago 
while crossing the prairies, we beheld twin rainbows 
spanning the sky. Their brilliant colors formed a double 
arch from one horizon to the other. Meditating upon this 
unusual spectacle, its spiritual analogy was impressive. 
While twin rainbows are not common, extremely rare also 
is the man who spans life’s problems and troubles with 
the beautiful rainbow colors of righteousness, love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering. Life is a journey through a valley of 
tears; none of us are immune to problems. Though the 
rain is always falling, the sun is also shining in the heav- 
ens above, a perfect condition to cause a rainbow. 

There is no reason then why we cannot have this rain- 
bow spanning the dark places in our life. God’s blessings 
are constantly shining upon us; He meant us to have 
rainbows. The literal rainbow is a beautiful thing, a per- 
fect arch painted in heavens’ own colors, not a stain of 
earth’s mind upon them. It is thus with the gems of 
thoughts that God has caused to be written in His Book. 

A rainbow would lose its beauty if it wandered all over 
the sky, color going in one direction and another. It is 
the uniformity that makes it most beautiful; so it is with 
human life; wandering here and there is a waste of time 
and energy. It is the man with a direct purpose who holds 
to his course, come wind or hail. 

A literal rainbow lasts but a few moments on eternity’s 
clock; so with our natural life span, but we know that 
our Redeemer liveth and that he shall stand again in the 
“latter days upon the earth.” 

If we have formed beautiful “rainbow” lives by shining 
through on life’s rainy days He will add to us “length of 
days.” The clouds will be dispelled by the brightness of 
His coming but our shining will be perpetuated. 

Eternal life is the “pot of gold” at the end of life’s 
rainbow. This “pot of gold” represents our loftiest aspi- 
rations and desires; it means the fulfillment of all our 
dreams. If we feel that in any of this mortal life’s achieve- 
ments we have already reached our “pot of gold,” we 
failed to set our goal high enough, for the eternal things 
really worth attaining are not to be found in this arrange- 
ment of things, but at the end of God’s rainbow. 

Our rainbow will grow in length and brilliance as we 
are more kind and considerate of others. As the saying, 
“Help thy brother’s boat across and lo, thine own has 
reached the shore.” And Jesus, who shed abroad a light 
and radiance never to be equalled, tells us how to add a 
golden glow to our rainbow, namely, “All things whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them.” 

A brilliant life indeed is that of putting ourselves in 
the place of another that we may know where life’s bur- 
dens bear heavily upon him. Our real lack of color shows 
when we forbear to be tolerant when it might embarrass 
us or because an opinion is at variance with our own, we 
let understanding fly out of the window. 
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Let us remember that there is no reward for preaching 
that which we do not practice, and then carry from the 
shadows of yesterday only the bright hues of wisdom 
gained in them and rise from the dark places where we 
had the misfortune to fall. Let us envision the time to 
come, say the 1000 years of peace when Christ and the 
saints shall rule the earth, and imagine the glorious sight 
of that heavenly multitude of beautiful rainbows spanning 
the great divide, while close by are smaller rainbows by 
the hundreds reaching toward eternity. This brings to 
our ears strains of our song: 


“Look ahead, look ahead 
Keep the wondrous prize in view.” 





“Just a Moment!” 


ID WE ARISE this morning with the resolution: “I 
have set my sails; all winds that blow shall drive 
me forward? or do we think of ourselves as standing 
wearily and helplessly at the center of a circle bristling 
with duties, burdens, problems, annoyances and responsi- 
bilities which are rushing in upon us? At every moment 
we have a dozen things to do, a dozen problems to solve, 
a dozen strains to endure. Does our strength fail us when 
we think of what might await us in the days to come? 
Even on the super-busy days (if true Christianity is our 
profession), our first and anxious thought must be to 
“seek first the Kingdom of God.” Every word and action 
will demonstrate that we are working for higher, grander, 
nobler things than the fleeting cares and pleasures of life. 
These crowded hours always come the only way they can 
come, just one moment at a time. The day may bring 
many tasks, many problems, strains, but invariably they 
come in single file. 

A little clock which had just been finished by the maker, 
has a message for today. It was put on a shelf in his ware- 
house between two older clocks which were busily ticking 
away the noisy seconds. “Well,” said one of the clocks 
to the newcomer, “so you’ve started on this task. I am 
sorry for you; you’re ticking bravely now but you'll be 
tired enough before you get through thirty-three million 
ticks.” 

“Thirty-three million ticks!” said the frightened clock, 
“Why, I never could do that.” And instantly it stood still 
with despair. 

“Why, you silly thing,” said the other clock at this 
moment, “why do you listen to such words? It’s nothing 
of the kind; you’ve only got to make one tick this moment. 
There now, isn’t that easy? and now another, and that is 
easy; and so right along.” 

“Oh, if that’s all,” and it started bravely on again 
making a tick a moment and not counting the months and 
the millions. But at the year’s end it had made thirty- 
three million vibrations without knowing it—one at a 
time. The same principle applies to a Christian’s life. He 
does not reach his goal with one great laborious effort, 
but in redeeming each day and hour by a patient continu- 
ance in well-doing; a step-by-step walk up the lofty 
Mountain of Holiness. 

Jesus had His mind so filled with the future and the 
glories to be revealed that His dominant thought was how 
could He best spend each moment to please His Heavenly 
Father. For the joy that was set before Him He endured 


the cross, despising the shame—one moment at a time. 

If we aspire to copy Christ, we will have our minds 
so riveted on the glorious reward ahead that we will be 
laying up lofty thoughts and righteous deeds—one after 
another. Our enthusiasm will be so intense that it cannot 
be banked by trials or discouragement. 

It is by no means a new thought that the secret of a 
good day is to live right, just one moment at a time, but 
do we really use this secret key daily? A moment seems 
a very little thing, but as these moments slip into eternity, 
they are deciding our future for good or ill. If we could 
but realize at this moment that we do not have to make 
provision for the whole journey, but merely for one 
step at a time. How sad that often we let the thought of 
the burdening tomorrows crush the energy and strength 
out of today, so that its work is undone or poorly done. 

Give our today a chance; give it only its own work to 
do; and say with faith, “I know God will not allow 
anything to come to me that He and I together cannot 
handle.” 

Trouble is a blessing; it brings out our weak points; it 
rough-hews us, and its repeated blows chisel us into fair 
proportions and beauty. Trouble becomes a triumph, if 
rightly used and with trouble comes the promise, “as 
thy days, so shall thy strength be.” No one ever sank 
beneath the burden of the day. It is when the visions of 
tomorrow’s burden is added to the burden of today, that 
the weight is more than we can bear. 


“Just this moment we are going toward right or toward wrong, 
Just this moment we are sowing seed of sorrow or of song, 
Just this moment we are thinking on the ways that lead to God, 
Or in idle dreams are sinking to the level of the clod.” 





Open the Door 


Open the door, let in the air; 

The winds are sweet and the flowers are fair, 
Summer’s joy is abroad today; 

If our door is wide, it may come this way. 


Open the door, let in the sun; 

He hath a smile for every one. 

He hath made of the raindrops gold and gems; 
He may change our tears to diadems. 


Open the door of the soul, let in 

Strong, pure thoughts which shall banish sin. 

They will grow and bloom with grace divine, 

And their fruit shall be sweeter than that of the vine. 


Open the door of the heart; let in 

God’s Word of hope for stranger and kin. 
It will make the halls of the heart so fair 
That angels may enter unaware, 





This is our motto while in the workshop of the Almighty: 
Whatever the process, if we let the Master have His way, we 
shall come forth as gold—to glitter and glow to all eternity. 





A man’s true ideals are those he lives by, not always 
those he talks about. 





Happiness is a handy little habit to have around. 
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Inscriptions 


FEW YEARS AGO archeologists discovered some 

remarkable pieces of vases and statuettes along the 
Nile River. When assembled, it was found that they were 
inscribed with the dates of 1800 and 1900 B. C. The 
inscriptions also gave the names of Egyptian court 
officials and other eminent people of that time, but more 
important, the names of rulers in Canaan and Syria with 
their towns. Some of the towns mentioned were Jeru- 
salem, Ashkelon, Tyre, Hazor, Bethshemesh, Aphek, 
Achshaph and Shechem, another proof to the skeptic that 
these towns really existed. However the most interesting 
thing about them, the writer states, was the inscriptions. 
“The writing is full of menacing curses and maledictions, 
such as ‘Death strike you at every word and thought, 
every plot, angry quarrel and plan.’ It was believed that 
at the moment the vase or statuette was smashed, the 
power of the person cursed would be broken.” 

This is just an old superstitious practice, and we know 
to curse anyone would not free us from their power. It 
would only put us more fully under the power of sin, 
whose power we all must break to please our heavenly 
Father. Gideon’s three hundred men broke the power of 
the enemy by breaking pitchers and letting the light shine 
out. Obedience to God’s command was the priceless ingre- 
dient which assured them He would be with them for the 
victory. 

There is a way to break sin’s power, by using the right 
words—the Word of God. To have the commandments so 
inscribed that we will say to every temptation, “It is 
written.” Of course, just saying the words will not free 
us but by replacing every wicked thought with God’s 
thoughts, we can smash the power of the adversary, our 
lower nature. These words deeply inscribed will give us 
power to break our pitchers, letting the light of holiness 
shine out. 

Did you ever lift a stone and watch all the bugs flee 
when the light strikes them? How they try to find some 
dark corner or place to hide! So it is with the insects of 
doubt, spiritual weariness, fear, distrust, all the thirteen 
evils mentioned by Jesus; the light will cause them to flee 
but how they will try to find some dark recess in the 
human heart in which to hide. To completely eradicate 
these dark corners will require a powerful effort. The only 
way is to let God take away (not just lift) our stony 
hearts by sprinkling clean water upon us, that sin-dis- 
solving water from the apostles, prophets and Jesus; to 
have the light or Word so strong in us that it will 
strengthen us to “resist the devil and he will flee from 


you.” When the light is strong enough, it will penetrate 
and illuminate all the dark corners. In cases where hard- 
heartedness exists, smashing is necessary to break the 
power of sin. God provides the hammer—His Word. 

The Christian’s work is to destroy every shred of evil. 
We cannot give one blow and relax and take our ease; it 
is a continuous work and we must hammer away day 
after day, and that with steady patience, undiminishing 
zeal and a fixed and unswerving purpose. 

We are thrilled now when the archeologists find relics 
of ancient peoples’ habitations as evidence to prove the 
Bible true, but when the future King of all the earth looks 
upon us, we shall not want Him to find any relics of the 
old pitcher, or earthen vessel. Paul said in Romans 7: 18, 
“IT know that in me [that is, in my flesh,] dwelleth no 
good thing.” All that “is of the earth, earthy” so we see 
We cannot save any pieces. 

If we are to fashion a vessel that will endure through- 
out future ages, it must be of gold. It must be inscribed 
within and without, with the law of holiness, to be 
accounted worthy of being “collected” by the Lord when 
He establishes His Temple. 

“Roman artisans, highly skilled in working with some 
of the metals developed a special tool for stamping and 
marking called a ‘character.’ Medieval courts made 
frequent use of various characters. It was customary to 
brand convicted criminals so that they could never again 
pass as law-abiding citizens. Using hot irons, officers 
burned the character ‘A’ upon persons found guilty of 
adultery. ‘M’ was the brand for the murderer sentenced 
to penal servitude and ‘T’ was burned upon the forehead 
or shoulder of the thief. Any person marked with one of 
these symbols was marked for life. One glance at his 
‘character’ was sufficient to tell a stranger what he was. 
Consequently by the sixteenth century ‘character’ had 
come to stand for the sum of a person’s moral qualities.” 

They were marked for life but, in the stamping of our 
character, God is merciful. If we have been inscribing 
“adultery” by loving the world (James 4:4); or “mur- 
derer” by hating our brother in our heart (I John 3: 15) ; 
or “thief” by trying to climb up some other way than the 
way appointed (John 10:1); He gives us opportunity to 
change the mark if we will. 

Soon our great King will return. May it be our aim 
to have the image of Christ inscribed so deeply that we 
will be worthy of the mark that will be set upon the fore- 
heads of those who “sigh and cry for all the abominations 
that be done” (Ezek, 9: 4). 








Pluck 


I want to walk by the side of the man 
Who has suffered and seen and knows, 
Who has measured his place on battle lines, 
And given and taken the blows; 
Who has never whined when the scheme went wrong, 
Nor scoffed at the failing plan, 
But takes his dose with a heart of trust 
And the faith of a gentleman. 


FAITH 


Talk Faith. The world is better off without 
Your uttered ignorance and morbid doubt. 

If you have faith in God, or man, or self, 
Say so; if not, push back upon the shelf 

Of silence, lower thoughts till faith shall come. 


= * * * s = 


Mentally picture yourself as everything a good Christian 
should be. Then try to live up to that picture. 
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The Platinum Principle 


(Continued from page 5) 
treated them in a kindly and godly manner. 

In Matthew 12:35, Jesus refers to the application of 
the Platinum Principle as the “good treasure of the 
heart.” “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the 
evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.” 

Every man’s heart is a treasury, a collection of good 
or evil, or a certain percentage of both. As we pass 
through life we are continually encountered by new 
experiences and new situations. From these we receive 
impressions one way or the other, and one by one these 
incidents drop into our mental storehouse. Some impress 
us profoundly and we keep them fresh in our memory, 
others we forget. 

We may often ask how much a man has done, but 
the principle from which he acts, the motive that impelled 
him to act, is rarely considered. We enquire whether he 
be courageous, rich, skillful, handsome, a good writer, 
a good singer, or a good laborer; but how poor in spirit 
he is, how patient, how meek, how spiritual, is seldom 
spoken of as recommendations of greater worth. Natu- 
rally men respect the outward appearance of men, but 
God looks on the heart, the inner store, the seat of our 
governing principle. 

Paul revealed the Platinum Principle to his son in the 
faith, Timothy. He said: “Let no man despise thy youth: 
but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (I 
Tim. 4: 12). When Paul tendered to Timothy this fatherly 
advice, it is clear that he was not trying to mislead him, 
or make him believe the standard of conduct expected of 
a youthful Christian leader was a matter to be taken 
lightly. Interpreted literally, the word “Christian” means, 
a follower of Christ. He is our Pattern and Example. 
The standard of morality He set was without flaw, and 
must be paralleled by all who in the fullest sense of 
the word are Christians. To purify ourselves even as He 
is pure, is a process so far-reaching that it leaves not 
a single waking moment of our lives untouched. 

“Purity” is a virtue in which the Christian must excel. 
The present day Sodom by which we find ourselves sur- 
rounded knows little of the meaning of chastity. Too 
often parents allow their teen-age children to choose 
their own companions and spend their evenings away 
from home, with no one to watch their conduct. They are 
thrown “on their own” at community centers and places 
of amusement, The alert Christian having embraced the 
Platinum Principle must studiously avoid all such places. 
If he would keep his mind pure, he must close his eyes 
to many sights to be seen even on the streets, and be very 
careful of the company he keeps. 

In applying the Platinum Principle we must be exceed- 
ingly careful to see that our own attitude is always cou- 
rageous, constructive, and spiritually helpful. Hence to 
observe the Platinum Principle of Jesus’ words: “There- 
fore, all things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you”—if governed solely by a desire for spiritual 
growth and improvement—‘“do ye even so to them.” If in 
the wrong, we will want to be apprised of it so we can 
correct that wrong, and will return the same courtesy to 
our brother. 

What a glorious principle to be governed by! 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (cont. ) 


(Continued from page 11) 
beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes,’ 
we are not to imagine that he was a student of natural 
history. Rather those various objects afforded the mate- 
rial for fables like that of Jehoash (II Kings 14: 9, 10).” 

This so-called “Wisdom literature” is the product of 
this class of wise men. In the Old Testament it includes 
Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and portions of the Psalms. 
The aforementioned books are not legalistic as were 
many parts of the writings of Moses, they were not pro- 
phetic as were Isaiah, Jeremiah and Daniel, and they 
were not historic. They were intended to teach righteous 
living by indirect approach. 

To quote further from the New Commentary: “They 
opposed to the maxims of a decadent Greek philosophy, 
the experience of sound religion. As we read Proverbs 
we are conscious that the wise men are attacking not 
mere stupidity or reluctance to learn, but a rival system 
of life. Over against the picture of Wisdom, inviting 
men to share her banquet, there stands the picture of 
Folly luring men into the ways of death ... The religious 
genius of the Hebrew people rises to its noblest height 
in Job.” 

If we approach the book of Job from this angle all 
the incongruities disappear. Job’s boils and the potsherd 
with which he scraped himself are indicative of the evils 
of the flesh that defile us, and of the vital willingness 
on our part to be cleansed from them whatever the proc- 
ess. The Satan also is representative. Our evil natures 
are always ready to discredit our brother on the grounds 
that his service for God is a shrewd bargain, he does 
so for the temporal advantages he gains for so doing. 

And God, in His impeachable justice in dealing with 
His earthly children is the hero of the story. 





Suggestions 


Let’s think that our best hopes are bound to come true, 
Let’s work to that end, just as if that we knew. 
For the labor that goes with a song and a cheer 
Is twice as effective to bring success near. 
Don’t let doubts creep in to make your heart weak. 
Think always “Success” and so let your tongue speak. 
Your courage will make others see light and cheer, 
So their cooperation more glad will appear. 
Until, just as a snowball gains size every roll, 
You'll see courage grow ’til it has full control. 
The fight for success will be won, you will find 
When we all work together for the good of mankind. 
Mere greed, hate and cunning are sharp two-edged knives 
Which are apt to cut both ways and scar many lives. 
Unselfishness, love and a will to do right 
Will bring real Success in Life’s uphill fight. 
If we wait to find fault ’til we reach perfection, 
Our work’s bound to lead in some other direction. 
—Selected. 
ei ok 
The little worries which we meet each day 
May lie as stumbling-blocks across our way; 
Or we may make them stepping-stones to be 
Of service, God, to Thee. 
A. E. Hamilton 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall” (II Peter 1: 10). 


Peter’s exhortation to give diligence in the matter of 
making our calling and election sure, presupposes there 
is something of importance at stake, in fact, of such im- 
portance that we should show great diligence and bend 
every energy of our mind and body to obtain it. 

Working to win election to public office is a situation 
we are all familiar with. The aspirant often plans his ca- 
reer years in advance; he takes the necessary steps to 
bring himself into the focus of the eyes of the public, to 
familiarize them with his character and abilities. He 
works ardently to get himself nominated on his party’s 
ticket, and then spends time and money without stint to 
obtain election to the office. As election day approaches 
his fervor rises to fever heat, and his diligence mounts 
to a point where he scarcely knows what is happening in 
the world about him, so completely absorbed is he in his 
principal interest, the winning of the election. 

Now if a man can display all this zeal to get himself 
elected to public office for two, four or six years, how dili- 
gent should the aspiring Christian be in his quest for eter- 
nal life, to obtain a position of honor with Christ, the 
great King of kings, when He returns to set up His King- 
dom on earth, 

The aspirant to public office does not escape the worry, 
turmoil and disappointment common to our mortal exist- 
ence by being elected to office, but quite to the contrary, 
his woes are often greatly multiplied. 

He may have held office previously, and may be seeking 
re-election, yet he has no assurance he will get it. His rec- 
ord while holding office may have been the very best, he 
may have worked hard and efficiently, his honesty and 
fair dealing with the public may have been above re- 
proach; yet his opponent, through sheer force of public 
appeal, may defeat him. But no such disappointment can 
overtake the man whose diligent service for the Lord mer- 
its reward, for “God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his 
name” (Heb. 6:10), and every one who strives lawfully 
for the prize shall obtain it. 

Death may cut short the tenure in office of the electee, 
but no such untimely end can overtake the Christian 
who makes his calling and election sure. “For,” continues 
the Apostle (II Peter 1:11), “so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Diligence, as applied to the life of a Christian, is a big 
word covering a very broad scope. It reaches into every 
avenue of life; is the compelling motive behind every ac- 
tion taken, controlling mind and body in the smallest de- 
tail. The man who really believes it is possible for him to 
obtain endless life in the world to come, the “far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” will be diligent 
to obtain it. No petty trial or disappointment of the pres- 


ent can eclipse his bright prospect for the future; no ap- 
parent slight can ruffle him, nor will he allow himself to 
become impatient because someone does not appreciate 
the work he has done. No cross will seem too heavy to 
bear, no desire of his heart too precious to surrender, 
no temporal interest too pressing to give way to the 
greater interest of making his calling and election sure. 

Such a one will be joyful in tribulation, ever rejoicing 
in hope. His very features will radiate the light of the 
hope that shines within. In every activity of life his pre- 
dominant thought will be, Is this to the glory of God? 
Will what I am doing brighten my hope of gaining that 
future election? Will my example infuse the spirit of no- 
bler living into those with whom I am associated? 

The diligent man will be dead to all the evils of the 
world about him, its amusements, its gossip, its time- 
killing games; in short, he will be in the world but not of 
it. His Bible will not lie on the shelf until you can write 
your name on the dust collected on it, nor will he have to 
be tagged for you to distinguish him from the world who 
make no Christian profession. His prospect of the future 
will be so bright that he would not exchange it for a thou- 
sand lives like the present. His whole absorbing thought 
will be to win the election. 

Divine prophecy fulfilling in current world affairs 
foreshadows great events in the making. Soon Christ 
shall appear on earth the second time, fulfilling the prom- 
ise of the angels as He went away (Acts 1:11), “This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.” 

We will want to be on the winning side then; let us 
make our “calling and election sure” now! 


— 
Paraphrase of the Twenty-Third Psalm 


“T shall not want”; no good shall be denied, 
Each daily, hourly, need shall be supplied, 
By Thee, my Shepherd-Lord. 


Secure in pastures green, I shall abide, 
And by the peaceful, quiet waters’ side, 
Led by my Shepherd-Lord. 


Do sorrow, sin and self oppress my heart? 
I am restored, and kept in calm apart, 
Through Thee, my Shepherd-Lord. 


Led by Thy hand in paths of righteousness, 
My soul’s refreshed by Thine own faithfulness, 
My tender Shepherd-Lord. 


Though called to pass through death, I will not fear 
Its darkening gloom; for Thou art with me there, 
Comforting Shepherd-Lord. 


The grave no terror hath, and death no pain, 
For thou didst die, and in the grave hast lain, 
E’en Thee, my Shepherd-Lord. 


“My cup runs o’er”; a table richly spread! 
And foes shall see how blessedly I’m fed 
By Thee, my Shepherd-Lord. 


Goodness and mercy follow all my days; 
My grateful soul eternally would praise 
My faithful Shepherd-Lord. 


—Sel. and Alt. 





Questions and Answers 


A reader of our literature living in Davenport, Iowa asks 
about the Satan that questioned the Lord about Job’s integ- 
rity. 

“You say there is no literal devil, would you please explain 


Job 1 beginning at the 6th verse, including first and second 
chapters?” 


The allusion to a Satan in Job 1: 6 is not definite proof 
that the Scripture upholds the idea of an all-powerful 
being with powers for evil almost equal to God’s powers 
for good. Indeed, such a position—if it could be main- 
tained, and if it could be proved that God was behind 
such a move—would seriously discredit His claim to 
absolute fairness, to “justice and judgment” as attrib- 
uted by the Psalmist (89:14). 

Authorities on Scripture say it should be stated as “the 
Satan,” hence “The Satan, the slanderer of man, dia- 
bolos.” It is rendered “the Adversary” in the margin of 
the Authorized Version of the Bible. Satan, in Biblical 
usage, denotes anyone in opposition to God, “a Hebrew 
word signifying an adversary, an enemy, an accuser.” 
In Job 1 the Satan maliciously tries to withdraw God’s 
approval from Job by attributing low motives to him. 
The enmity between those who do not wish to serve God 
and those who do, is equally marked today. 

Satan has always opposed. Paul wrote: “Wherefore we 
would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; 
but Satan hindered us” (I Thess. 2:18). We have no 
record that a Satan from some infernal region or from 
any other abode hindered Paul in his travels, but wicked 
men did. At one time forty such men vowed that they 
would neither eat nor drink until they had taken his 
life (Acts 23:12, 13). And in many other ways Satan 
hindered Paul in his ministry, but the Satan was always 
wicked men. 

Jesus spoke of Satan’s activity in Rev. 2:10, “Fear 
none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the 
devil shall cast some of you into prison,” but He did not 
identify him as a demon. The devil that cast John the 
Baptist into prison, and beheaded him, was a man, Herod 
the Tetrarch. We read that “the devils also fear and trem- 
ble.” One fulfillment of this statement was the case of 
Felix, before whom Paul appeared in his own defense. 
As Paul reasoned of “righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix trembled,” but not to the point 
of changing his ways. He was still a devil, the same 
scheming politician, as is evidenced by the statement 
that he hoped money should have been given him by 
Paul for his release. 

To Jesus, Satan was a man, an opposer; as also was 
the devil. When Peter opposed Jesus’ words He said to 
him: “Get thee behind me, Satan” (Matt. 16:23). On 
another occasion Jesus, referring to Judas, said, “Have 
not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil” (John 
6:70). Not a man possessed of the devil, or that one of 
you has a devil, but ‘one of you is a devil.” 

Sin is the great opposer to God, and Paul represents 
sin as a master, and we, when we transgress, as his serv- 
ants: “But God be thanked, that [though] ye were the 
servants of sin, .. ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then 
made free from sin, ye became the servants of right- 
eousness .. . For when ye were the servants of sin, ye 
were free from righteousness” (Rom. 6:17, 18, 20). 
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Sin, personified, and represented as a master, luring 
all to eternal death and destruction, is the Satan or devil 
in the case, and all who break God’s law and walk in 
opposition to Him are called Satan, or devils. 

The apostle John spoke as did Paul. He said, “Whoso- 
ever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law. . . Little children, let no 
man deceive you: ... he that committeth sin is of the devil 
... In this the children of God are manfest and the children 
of the devil” (I John 3: 4, 7, 8, 10). 

These testimonies, and many others that we might 
adduce, plainly show that in Bible phraseology the terms 
“satan” and “devil” are invariably applied to men and 
women who oppose God and disobey His law. With this 
knowledge at our disposal we can the more easily under- 
stand what Satan is referred to in Job 1: 6. “There was 
a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” 
This Satan was a representative individual, a man, not 
a demon. 

There was a Satan or adversary among the apostles 
in the person of Judas, and how common it is even in 
these days, when the sons of God meet together to wor- 
ship, for a Satan or adversary to be among them! And 
it was the same kind of a Satan in Job’s day as in ours, 
or the same as with Jesus, who, in choosing His disciples, 
chose one who was “a devil.” And let us not overlook the 
physical features of the Satan that was involved in the 
controversy about Job’s sincerity. He appeared in person, 
he was able to converse with the Lord, and walk up and 
down through the earth. The devil of theology is not able 
to do any of these things. 

It does not seem consistent with reason to suppose 
that the account in Job is a literal occurrence, or that 
either Job or the adversary were literal individuals. 
It seems more fitting to view it as a poem, a parable, a 
story containing the highest moral. Twice in the book of 
Job it is stated, “Job continued his parable.” It has been 
suggested that its purpose is to discuss the problem of 
life, and, in particular, to refute the popular idea that 
suffering is the proof of sin, and great suffering, of great 
sin, 

Under the caption “Introduction to the Wisdom Liter- 
ature,” the editors of the New Commentary trace the 
development of a philosophy of life that expresses itself 
in proverbs and riddles and fables. “These embody popu- 
lar reflection upon the meaning and problems of the 
world. They are devices for handing on the accumulated 
experience of the past in a form that can be easily 
remembered and understood.” 

“In view of the foregoing we should expect to find 
in the earliest literature of Israel traces of this mental 
activity. And we are not disappointed. In Judges 9: 8— 
15 Jotham expounds his warning and rebuke in a parable 
... Judges 14:12 witnesses to the custom of riddles. 
David quotes a proverb of the ancients (I Sam. 24: 13). 
Nathan employs a parable to convict David of his sin 
(II Sam. 12: 1—6). In II Sam. 14: 1—21 and 20: 16—22 
we read of wise women who are skilled in devising 
methods of argument to forward a given policy.” 

Such wisdom flourished in Israel from its early days; 
however, its golden age came to be associated with the 
name of King Solomon. He is said to have spoken “three 
thousand proverbs.” “When ‘he spake of trees, .. . of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Goal 


I like the man who will stand by his word... What- 
ever self-interest may be... Who will never enlarge 
on whate’er he has heard... And only the visible see 
... Lo misconstrue facts for your personal ends... 
Is unjust to yourself and your trustworthy friends ro 
An adjustable conscience is man’s greatest curse... 
How great or how small be the man... For the good 
of the world there can be nothing worse... Than for 
conscienceless money to plan ... What profit aman if 
the world he shall win... If his soul shall be lost in 
the quicksand of sin? ... For his honor a man cannot 
have too much care... Good name is far better than 
gold . .. Integrity’s not like a garment to wear... And 
cast off when it’s threadbare and old... Let your face 
show the worth that is deep m your soul... Clear con- 


science, in all things, be every man’s goal, 
—Selected. 








